Presbyterian Eye and Ear Charity Ho pital, Ophthalmic
Surgeon to the University Hospital,etc., of Baltimore, says : The recumbent position I consider essential for the safe administration of any anaesthetic, whether it be chloroform, ether or ethyl, hence these agents are not safe remedies at the hands of dentists, who place their patients in a sitting posture. Preparatory to the inhalation of the bromide of ethyl I have not found it necessary to give whiskey. The only precaution I take is to loose the neck clothing and have the patient lie down with the head only slightly elevated. My experiments have taught me that the mode of administering the ethyl should differ totally from that used in giving chloroform.
Instead of a chloroform vapor freely diluted with atmospheric air, a saturated ethyl vapor must be inhaled, to the exclusion of atmospheric air, in order to obtain speedily and effectually narcosis.
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